
 

 
 

 
 

REGIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE 
  

 
WORKING PARTY OF SENIOR PUBLIC 

INTEGRITY OFFICIALS 
 

The biannual meeting of the Working Party of 
Senior Public Integrity Officials on 30 
September-1 October focused on the update 
of the 1998 Recommendation on Improving 
Ethical Conduct in the Public Service. Over 70 
delegates from more than 30 countries 
participated, including delegates from several 
institutions from Morocco and Tunisia. 
Discussions around the Recommendation were 
particularly open and lively in the roundtable 
sessions and were complemented by 
presentations from speakers who shared 
interesting developments in their countries. 
Colombia in particular raised a lot of attention 
with its presentation of innovative initiatives 
to combat corruption by involving citizens 
using films and Internet. Goal no. 16 on 
bribery and corruption of the new UN 
sustainable development goals was also 
discussed as well as the international Open 
Government Partnership. The meeting 
concluded with delegates calling upon the 
Secretariat to revise the draft 
Recommendation taking in the various 
comments. 
 

 
 
More information on the meeting will be 
available shortly at: 
http://www.oecd.org/gov/ethics/working-
party-of-senior-public-integrity-officials.htm 

 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC DISCUSSION WITH MEMBERS OF 

THE MENA-OECD CIVIL SOCIETY ADVISORY 

BOARD ON THE YOUTH REPORT ON 29 

SEPTEMBER 2015 IN RABAT 
 

In the context of the seminar “Impliquer la 
société marocaine pour le gouvernement 
ouvert”, members of the MENA-OECD Civil 
Society Advisory Board and representatives 
from Moroccan civil society and youth 
associations discussed the preliminary findings 
of the OECD report “Empowering Youth in the 
MENA region: Towards a public governance 
framework for youth inclusion” with a focus on 
the Moroccan context. The participants 
pointed out that applying a youth lens to Open 
Government tools, such as access to 
information, citizen participation and 
ICT/social media/open data can leverage the 
inclusion of young men and women in the 
political decision-making process and 
contribute to streamlining youth 
considerations across the policy spectrum and 
key governance areas. The strategic discussion 
offered a first occasion to exchange on this 
promising interplay, especially with a view to 
promoting a culture of sharing information 
and facilitating young people’s active 
involvement. 
 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON COUNTRY WORK 
 

 
INVOLVING MOROCCAN CIVIL SOCIETY FOR 

OPEN GOVERNMENT, 29 SEPTEMBER 2015   
 

 
 
The OECD supports Morocco in drafting its first 
national action plan on open government. A 
Steering Committee is currently transforming 
the recommendations of the OECD Open 
Government Review into open government 
commitments. In order to ensure a wide 
participation of civil society organisations in 
the process, the OECD in cooperation with the 
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Open Government Partnership and the 
Moroccan Ministry for Civil Service and 
Modernisation of the Administration hosted a 
seminar on “Involving Moroccan civil society 
for open government” on 29 September 2015 
in Rabat. The seminar was attended by the 
Steering Committee members that presented 
their progress so far and various civil society 
organisations.  OECD peers from both 
governments and civil society (France, UK, 
Jordan, and Tunisia) supported Moroccan civil 
society to strengthen their involvement in the 
process and develop mechanisms to organise 
and coordinate itself better. 
 

 
 

EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE TO CONSOLIDATE 

POLITICAL TRANSITION AND PROMOTE 

ECONOMIC PROSPERITY IN TUNISIA 

 
Together with the Tunisian Minister of 
Finance, the Secretary of State from the 
Ministry of Finance and the Deputy Director of 
the Public Governance and Territorial 
Development Directorate, OECD, around 80 
high-level public officials gathered on 11 May 
2015 in Tunis to discuss effective strategies for 
developing a strategic vision of public 
expenditures and promote good governance in 
public financial management. 
 
With peers from France, Netherlands, 
Luxembourg and Belgium, the subsequent 
peer review mission was successful in 
gathering information and data to take stock 
of the strategic objective of moving towards a 
fully operational framework for performance-
based budgeting, developing a medium-term 
expenditure framework and strengthening 
control and audit frameworks at local level. 
The evidence will inform three OECD studies 
which will provide tailored recommendations 
to the Tunisian government. 
Building on the peer review outlines, a second 
seminar was held on 21 September 2015 on 
the reform of budgetary and public accounts 
nomenclature, with renowned experts from 
France and Luxembourg and over 80 
participants from line ministries. The debate 
proved to be very fruitful as it allowed to 
advice on the draft organic budget law, and 
exchange good practices on modernizing the 
expenditure, resources and activities 
nomenclature. 

Tunisia is at a crucial crossroad in the 
implementation of its decentralisation agenda. 
The seminar «  Quelle réforme de la 
gouvernance publique pour un 
développement local et régional meilleur? » 
on 15-16 June 2015 in Tunis was opened by 
the Secretary of State for Local Communities 
and the Secretary of State for Development, 
Investment and International Cooperation. The 
seminar was the first to bring together both 
institutions with an immediate stake in the 
decentralisation process and thus effective in 
promoting a whole-of-government approach 
to strengthening local governance, promoting 
horizontal and vertical dialogue and improving 
institutional capacities at local level.  
 
With 120 participants from the central and 
local level and representatives from civil 
society, peers from Netherlands, Canada, 
Portugal, Spain and Sweden provided valuable 
insights and lessons learned from similar 
reform processes in OECD countries. The 
seminar featured a panel discussion on the 
role of the Open Government Partnership as a 
driver for change at local level and raised 
awareness of the OECD´s role as a standard 
setter and a source of inspiration for Tunisia 

going forward. 
 
 

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT SEMINAR ON  
1 OCTOBER 2015 IN DUBAI 

 
The seminar was organised for the Prime 
Minister’s Office in the UAE with the objective 
to guide the UAE’s medium-term planning as 
set out in the strategic three-year plans and its 
long-term national development strategy, 
Vision 2021. With OECD experts and a peer 
from the Finish Prime Minister’s Office, the 
seminar highlighted the critical link between 
strategic foresight, policy-making and strategic 
planning in the elaboration of a whole-of-
society vision for the future of the UAE. It 
raised the importance of strategic foresight 
reporting for governments to identify future 
risks and opportunities as a means of 
prioritising and focusing government policies. 
 

  

STRENGTHENING WOMEN’S ACCESS TO 

JUSTICE AND DECISION-MAKING POSITIONS 

IN MOROCCO 
 
The OECD will start the project on 
strengthening women’s access to justice and 
decision-making positions in Morocco, 
financed by UK Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office. Building on existing initiatives, and 
identified challenges, this project aims to 
underpin the on-going justice reform in 
Morocco by sharing good practices and 
benchmarks from OECD and MENA countries 
on enhancing a gender-responsive justice 
service. This project will be implemented in 
parallel with the G7 Deauville Partnership 
project to underline the synergies and ensure 
the complementarity in supporting MENA 
countries in the implementation of the policy 
recommendations set forth in the 2014 OECD-
CAWTAR Report on Women in Public Life: 
Gender, Law and Policy in the Middle East and 

North Africa.  

 
IMPLEMENTING INTEGRITY TOOLS AND 

MECHANISMS TO INCREASE GOOD 

GOVERNANCE IN TUNISIA 
 

Implementing Integrity Tools and Mechanisms 
to Increase Good Governance in Tunisia is a 
new project which was launched in Marsa, 
Tunisia, in collaboration with the MENA-OECD 
Governance programme on the 17th of 
September 2015, by the Tunisian minister of 
agriculture, Mr. Saâd Seddik, the Secretary of 
state to the minister of finance Ms. Boutheina 
Ben Yaghlane Ben Slimane, and the 
representative of the Secretary General of the 
government, Mr. Tarek Bahri. This high 
participation confirms the commitment from 
the Tunisian government to engage in reforms 
in the areas of Integrity and good governance. 
The top-level attendance from all major 
ministries and institutions (130 participants) in 
the launch event and the high-level seminar 
held on September 17 and 18 played a key role 
in the implementation process of the project’s 
components and activities.  
 

 
 
Financed by the Arab partnership fund – UK 
FCO, this new collaboration between Tunisia 
and the OECD responds to calls from the 



Tunisian government to support the 
implementation of the previous OECD 
recommendations with concrete actions: in 
particular concerning the initiation of an 
internal control and risk management in the 
ministry of Agriculture as a pilot project, as 
well as the implementation of the code of 
conduct for public officials on the national 
level, and the organisation of the train-the-
trainers programme for the code of conduct 
on the regional and local levels. 
 
 

 

G7 DEAUVILLE PARTNERSHIP MENA 

TRANSITION FUND PROJECTS 
 

G7 DP MENA TRANSITION FUND PROJECT: 
COUNTRY LAUNCH IN MOROCCO OF THE G7 

MENA TRANSITION FUND 

Country launch in Morocco of the G7 MENA 
Transition Fund Project “Towards inclusive and 
open governments: Promoting women’s 
participation in parliaments and policy-
making” was held on 30 September in Rabat 
with the participation H.E Dr. Basima 
Alhakawy, the Minister for Solidarity, Women, 
Family and Social Development, 

Mr. Mohamed Moubdi, Minister-Delegate for 

Public Service and Administration 

Modernisation, Morocco, Chair of the MENA-

OECD Governance Programme and H.E. Mr. 

Rasheed Alalmy, President of House of 

Representatives of Morocco. About 160 

participants attended the launch event 

including parliamentarians, high-level public 

officials and representatives from the civil 

society and international organisations (USAID, 

AECID, UNWOMEN).    

Left to right -  Martin Forst – HoD –GRP/GOV, 

H.E. Mr. Mohamed Moubdi, Minister-Delegate 

for Public Service and Administration 

Modernisation, Morocco, Chair of the MENA-

OECD Governance Programme, H.E Dr. Basima 

Alhakawy, the Minister for Solidarity, Women, 

Family and Social Development, H.E. Mr. 

Rasheed Alalmy, President of House of 

Representatives - Morocco. 

Participants highlighted their commitment to 

the effective realisation of this project in view 

of fostering inclusive growth and good 

governance by leveraging open government 

policies and mainstreaming gender 

perspectives in parliamentary operations to 
maximise women's integration in public life 

and policy-making process. Participants also 

noted that Morocco will greatly benefit from 

the OECD tools of cooperation to strengthen 

policy dialogue in the MENA region.  

http://www.oecd.org/mena/governance/men
a-transition-fund-project.htm 
 

STUDY VISIT OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM 

THE EGYPTIAN MINISTRY OF JUSTICE TO 

PARIS ON 21 SEPTEMBER – 2 OCTOBER  
 

 
 
In cooperation with the French Ministry of 
Justice, a delegation from the Ministry of 
Justice in Egypt visited some of the highest 
judiciary institutions in France to exchange 
about “LegiFrance” and to discuss the 
elaboration of a law drafting manual in the 
Egyptian context. Headed by Mr. Hasan 
Badrawy, Deputy Minister of Justice, the study 
visit provided the occasion to exchange good 
practices and lessons learned in France. The 
study visit was organised in the framework of 
the G7 DP MENA Transition Fund project 
"Strengthening the rule of law" which is jointly 
managed by OECD and the African 
Development Bank in partnership with the 
Egyptian Ministry of Justice and the Court of 
Cassation.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Reports (2014-2015) 
 

 
OECD Open Government Review Morocco 
(English and French, 2015) 
OECD Open Government Review Tunisia 
(English and French, 2015) 
Renforcer l’intégrité du secteur public au 
Maroc : consolider la capacité institutionnelle 
pour approfondir la bonne gouvernance et la 
lutte contre la corruption (French, 2015, 
preliminary version) 
 
Promouvoir l’intégrité au Maroc par une 
communication et coopération réussies: Un 
guide pour la stratégie et les meilleures 
pratiques (French and Arabic, 2015) 
 
Terms of Reference for an online portal on 
integrity in Morocco (French and Arabic, 2015) 
 
Preliminary review of judicial capacities in 
Yemen “Building capacities of the Judiciary in 
Yemen” (English and Arabic, January 2015) 
 
Examen de l’OCDE du système de Contrôle et 
d’Audit de la Tunisie – Gestion des Risques 
dans les Institutions Publiques (French, 2015) 
 
Aspects pratiques du décret 2014-1039 du 13  
mars 2014 portant réglementation des 
marchés publics (French, 2015) 
 
Women in Public Life – Gender, Law and Policy 
in the Middle East and North Africa (English, 
2014) 
 
Open Government Reforms of the Palestinian 
Authority – Strategic Assessment (English, 
2014) 
 
OECD Case Study on Open Government at the 
Local Level in Jordan (English, 2014) 
 
OECD policy paper prepared for the UAE 
Government Summit: “Rebooting Public Service 
Delivery – How can Open Government Data 
help to drive Innovation?” (English, 2014) 
 
MENA-OECD Practitioners’ Guide for Engaging 
Stakeholders in the Rule-Making Process 
(English, French and Arabic, 2014) 
 
Renforcer l’Intégrité en Tunisie : l’Élaboration 
de Normes pour les Agents Publics et le 
Renforcement du Système de Déclaration de 
Patrimoine (French, 2014) 
 

 

Forthcoming 
 

 
Empowering Youth in the MENA region: 
Towards a public governance framework for 
youth inclusion 
 

http://www.oecd.org/mena/governance/mena-transition-fund-project.htm
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Comparative assessment of integrity 
frameworks in MENA countries 
 
Benchmarking Digital Government Strategies 
in the MENA Countries 
 
Stocktaking Report on MENA Public 
Procurement Systems 
 
Preliminary Assessment of Open Government 
in Lebanon 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events (Sep-Oct) 
 

 
Transition Fund Project “Promoting women’s 
participation in parliaments and policy-
making” - Coordination meeting with project 
stakeholders from Egypt, Morocco and Jordan, 
4 September, Paris 
 
Visit to the Tunisian Ministries and bilateral 
meeting Tunisians officials:  “Implementing 
Integrity Tools and Mechanisms to Increase 
Good Governance in Tunisia“, 7 September 
Tunis 
 
G7 Deauville Partnership TF project: 
Strengthening the Rule of Law: Effective and 
transparent delivery of justice and rule-making 
in Egypt, 21 September - 2 October, Paris 
 
Launching event and high level seminar: 
Implementing Integrity Tools and Mechanisms 
to Increase Good Governance in Tunisia, 17-18 
September, Tunis 
 
Joint seminar with the OGP on "Including civil 
society in Morocco for open government“, 
Rabat, 29 September, Rabat 
 
Strategic discussion about the “Empowering 
Youth in the MENA region: Towards a public 
governance framework for youth inclusion” 
with members of the MENA-OECD Civil Society 
Advisory Board of the MENA-OECD 
Governance Programme, 29 September, Rabat 
 
Coordination meeting held with the Ministry 
of Justice and Freedoms and the Ministry of 
Solidarity, Family, Women and Social 
Development, 29 September, Rabat 
 
Transition Fund Project “Promoting women’s 
participation in parliaments and policy-
making” – Launching conference, 30 
September, Rabat 
 
Strategic Foresight seminar for the UAE Prime 
Minister’s Office, 1 October, Dubai 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Forthcoming 
 

 
Seminar: Promoting Integrity at the local Level: 
Seminars for independent institutions,  7 and 
10 October, Tanger / Casablanca, Morocco 
 
Seminar: Building a national integrity portal for 
Morocco, 8 October, Rabat, Morocco 
 
OECD participation in the CAFRAD Forum, 12-
13 October, Marrakesh, Morocco 
 
Launching of the G7 MENA Transition Fund 
Project “Towards inclusive and open 
governments: Promoting women’s 
participation in parliaments and policy-
making” – EGYPT, 14 October, Cairo, Egypt 
 
Meeting, Integrity and good governance, 19 
October, Tunis, Tunisia 
 
Regional training course on the use of open 
data for better public service delivery , 19-20 
October, Caserta, Italy 
 
Technical consultations Morocco Country 
Programme, 21 October, Rabat, Morocco 
 
Launching of the G7 MENA Transition Fund 
Project “Towards inclusive and open 
governments: Promoting women’s 
participation in parliaments and policy-
making” – JORDAN, 22 October (tbc), Amman, 
Jordan 
 
Official launching of the project "Strengthening 
Audit Institutions" in the framework of the 
project "Strengthening Governance 
Institutions to promote socio-economic 
development in Morocco", 22 October, Rabat, 
Morocco 
 
Official launching and seminar on local 
governance within the framework of the 
project "Strengthening Governance 
Institutions to promote socio-economic 
development in Morocco", 22-23 October 
(tbc), Rabat, Morocco 
 
Seminar for Tunisian Parliamentarians – 
organised in cooperation with the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 26-27 October 
(tbc), Tunis, Tunisia 
 
Fact-finding mission and peer review internal 
control (tbc), 27-28-29 October (tbc), Tunis, 
Tunisia 
 
Deauville Partnership meeting on regional 
integration, 28 October, Rabat, Morocco 
 


